








‘Lexicogrammatical devices that overtly mark the
relative importance or relevance of points which are
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Markers	of	lesser	importance





















































































































































































































Lecturers tend not to label	their discourse	as	
irrelevant.
Discourse	organization often happens through
multifunctional,	‘muted signals’	(Swales	&	Burke,	
2003,	p.	17) that require contextual disambiguition.
Lecturers rarely refer to assessment.
When looking for forms performing a	function,	starting
from preconceived items	limits representativeness.
Consider methods to limit	subjectivity.





























The recordings and transcriptions used in this
study come from the British Academic Spoken
English (BASE) corpus. The corpus was developed
at the Universities of Warwick and Reading under
the directorship of Hilary Nesi and Paul Thompson.
Corpus development was assisted by funding from
BALEAP, EURALEX, the British Academy and the
Arts and Humanities Research Council.
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